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Remote Is land Min istr ies  

Ship’s	Log:	Unique	and	varied	ministries…						—Glen	Knight 

  “...every mission-
ary effort bears 
its own unique 
quality and chal-
lenge.” 

“Ancient Ternate” 

    Crossing the Molucca Sea,  
the volcanoes that form the 
islands of Ternate and Ti-
dore, rise in the distance, 
making a beauƟful morning 
view of one of the most sig-
nificant and yet volaƟle are-
as of south Asia. AffecƟng 
the enƟre world, these is-
lands were once the center 
of the spice trade, exporƟng 
nutmeg, cloves, cinnamon, 
black pepper, tea and coffee 
to the far-away populaƟon 
centers of Asia, the Middle 
East and Europe.   

      If one had asked me thirty-three years ago about missionary work, 
I would have had an opinion not tempered by experience, but only 
surmised by things I thought I understood. Time has proven most of 
my opinions to have been rather silly and somewhat ignorant. And 
even from this vantage point, and I speak of personal, physical age 
and field experience, I would not aƩempt to school anyone on the 
subject. We must come to the conclusion that each aspect of ChrisƟan 
service, whether abroad in either pioneering work or expansion of  
exisƟng work, or at home on naƟonal fields of labor, every missionary 
effort bears its own unique quality and challenge. It has been and re-
mains unƟl now, my greatest joy to parƟcipate in the broad strokes of 
global missionary work through the churches of The American BapƟst 
AssociaƟon. Although certainly not the largest fellowship of BapƟst 
churches, ours is an associaƟon that stands with the missionaries, giv-
ing them the laƟtude to carry on their unique ministries in the best 
ways possible. I am thankful to be a Landmark Missionary BapƟst 
pastor and foreign missionary.  
     The 100th anniversary of the founding of the American BapƟst As-
sociaƟon marks a significant milestone in the work of The Lord. While 
we celebrate the event, we must also conƟnue to humbly embrace 
the work that remains, rededicaƟng ourselves to the call of the gospel 
for all of mankind. Ours is a Ɵme unlike any other prior and with it, 
opportuniƟes that challenge our faith, test our resolve, and prove our 
commitment. We pray the unique and varied ministries of the church-
es will grow stronger and wider and engage more servants—men and 
women, young and old, unƟl Jesus comes! 
      —Glen & Summer Knight 

“The Golden Hour: RIM NATIVA at anchor” 
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“On every island in every ocean…” 

     “Fire on an island can be devastating. It’s the dry season out here now 
and many of these islands along the Lesser Sundas, almost become like a de-
sert. Gone are the deep green colors of the tropics and what remains looks 
very much akin to the Australian outback. And water is scarce.” —Islands, gk 

   On every island in every ocean and sea, the chil-
dren are the same— loving and friendly, eager to 
learn, happy to live, and planning, indeed, hoping 
for life beyond the reefs that surround their island 
homes. We oŌen wonder what will happen to them 
in Ɵme. Of course, we look through the lens of our 
western understanding and consider what they 
need on their islands to make life easier. The fact 
is, however, that in most cases, they already have 
all that is needed. But nice things like a plush toy or 
a reading book, crayons and paper, pencils, paints 
and brushes, always make for plenty of momentary 
fun. But reality on an island soon sets in with the 
using of these things that don’t last. What they 
learn about Jesus, however, does...for eternity.  

  “What they 
learn about 
Jesus, lasts 
for eternity.”  

“The Wonderful Coconut”  

   The coconut is perhaps one 
of the most versaƟle of all 
the trees and is treasured as 
a life staple for food, medi-
cine and construcƟon.  

     Bachan Island in Middle Maluku, is an island of 
children...hundreds of them. We were briefly laid 
over at the pier in the photo to the right as our an-
chor windlass was in need of repair. While there, 
we found an opportunity to reach out to the kids 
and their parents who naturally gravitated from the 
village to the quay to discover our idenƟƟes and 
purpose of being in their area. What began as 
merely a transiƟng site, quickly became an oppor-
tunity for sharing The Word. We will return to 
Bachan Island as Ɵme and opportunity present.  

   It has been our joy at certain Ɵmes, to return to 
islands we’ve visited and to conƟnue to labor 
among the people. But there is a danger about 
doing that, as the tendency is for the people to 
become overly dependent upon us. That would 
be counterproducƟve to the mission.  
   The liƩle fellow in the photo to the leŌ has 
grown into his teen years by now. We pray he 
sƟll has that same determined look in his expres-
sion and has grown to be a strong young man. 
Perhaps we will find him again someday.  
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RIM NATIVA: Purpose-built for ministry 
 

  Through the 
years, many up-
grades have been 
made, producing a 
dependable and able 
vessel for service.  

    “The single greatest cost to voyaging with the gospel is for diesel fuel. We 
would depend entirely on sail and wind power if it were reasonable. The fact is 
that the wind is often contrary to our needed direction and sometimes, wait-
ing on the trade wind patterns tests our patience!”   —Practicalities of work, gk 

   The forward deck of the 
sailing ship prior to con-
strucƟon of her masts, us-
ing the large pipes seen in 
the photo at each side.  

     Fuel drums lined up 
along the local jeƩy await 
being loaded onto NATIVA 
for her upcoming voyage to 
Timor Leste. We will con-
sume approximately 3,158 
gallons of diesel during the 
journey, cosƟng at present 
around $5.47 per gallon.  

 

     The photos here show the construcƟon of the missionary ship over a 2.5 year 
period of Ɵme, beginning in January 2012. We have sailed the ship for 14 years 
among the Philippine Islands, western Micronesia, Papuan Indonesia, and cur-
rently, the Lesser Sunda Islands of Indonesia, in each place, doing the work of 
evangelism and humanitarian aid. Currently, we are en-route to the naƟon of 
Timor Leste in the Indo-Pacific region. Contact me: glen@rimnaƟva.com for info. 
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  ...Reaching people on the edge! 
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Closing thoughts:  Onward with cauƟon...             —Glen Knight 

     “I am often reminded that the work has never been without certain challenges 
that are beyond our control. For the most part, political tensions were the reason. 
That has not changed, and in fact, is compounded by current world events.”  —gk 

“In the Lee of an Active Volcano” 
    There are 127 active volcanoes in Indonesia. Most notable among them 
are Krakatoa and Tambora, the most devastating volcanoes in history.  

 

     RIM NATIVA and the 
crew are currently making 
way through eastern Indo-
nesia along the Lesser Sun-
da Islands. It is not certain 
as yet how far we will sail 
and for how long. We ask 
for your prayers and finan-
cial assistance as we carry 
on the mission. Thank you!  

     The horizon remains as broad as ever out 
here but the circumstances of sailing the 
world’s oceans is changing. New regulaƟons 
among the countries within the region, com-
pounded by the general uneasiness that is felt 
both on land and at sea, are making the work 
more difficult. Gone are the days when we 
can freely move among the islands and work 
with only local permission. Also, as simple a 
maƩer as making a photograph of people, 
has been complicated if the intenƟon is to 
publish it. We have noƟced these changes 
really ramping up during and aŌer the covid 
years, (2020 & 2021) and are doing what we 
can to adjust. We’ll carry on and really appre-
ciate your prayers and support!  


