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Remote Is land Min istr ies  

Ship’s	Log:		Changing	Seasons	Down	Under											—Glen	Knight 

   “Merry Christ-
mas and Happy 
New Year from 
us to you all” 

   The rising Harvest Moon 
here in south-central Indo-
nesia means some enƟrely 
different things in this cul-
ture by comparison to 
America. But that is the 
case all around the world. 

 

     THE CHANGE Of seasons in this part of the Southern Hemisphere 
is observed by the coming rains and the shiŌing trade winds from 
the northwest. Cooler winds blow down from mainland Asia where 
winter Ɵme gets a monstrous grip over China and the Himalayas 
and prevailing winds from westward across the Indian Ocean, make 
for some stormy weather. We pray to get through these months 
without cyclonic acƟvity. Northward, across the Equator, the Philip-
pines, Guam and western Micronesia are being slammed by ty-
phoons. In past years, we have been in the middle of all that, 
baƩling weather unƟl it completely exhausted us. The storm 
paƩerns here aren’t as difficult to deal with, and for that, we are 
thankful. We plan to remain in the current anchorage as the holi-
days come and go. The crew will all be off duty and gone from the 
ship for Christmas and New Year, leaving Summer, Juli and me 
alone. Our holiday will be quiet, as our families are in America, Aus-
tralia, and Japan. We’re thankful for the technology that lets us 
communicate, despite the distance.  
     THE NEW YEAR will present many new opportuniƟes for us as we 
labor for The Lord. The trip we had planned to Timor Leste last Sep-
tember had to be delayed unƟl later, so that is foremost on our 
schedule, coming soon.  
     MERRY CHRISTMAS AND HAPPY NEW YEAR TO YOU ALL from 
Summer, Juli and me here on NATIVA in West Nusa Tenggara, Indo-
nesia! We pray you all do well during the present season and 
through 2026!                     —Glen, Summer & Juli Knight 

Brooding clouds overhead across the Lombok Straits, Nov. 2025 
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Taking care of necessary business... 

   “We are adept at finding our way, whether in a very large city or across a 
broad ocean. But given the choice, we would choose to cross oceans. The 
phrase in Latin, “Non terra sed mari.” is a part of the logo on the ship. It’s 
meaning? “Not by land but by sea.” New decals for the ship are coming.  

     November was the month we had 
to renew Juli’s residence visa which 
meant a trip to Jakarta for three 
days. The photo to the right is of Ja-
karta InternaƟonal Stadium, a very 
big football (soccer) arena. The other 
photos in the margin are of the city 
skyline and a street, downtown.  

  “This boat is es-
sential to our on-
going mission…” 

     For almost three years, our service boat, EAGLE has 
been on the starboard deck of NATIVA, awaiƟng the Ɵme 
that we could offload and recommission it following the 
typhoon in Micronesia that nearly destroyed the boat. 
While in drydocks last month, we were able to hire a 
crane to life the EAGLE off the ship and set it back in the 
water. We had completed the fiberglass repairs while 
having it aboard the ship, and had been ready to relaunch 
for two years. The photo to the leŌ was taken yesterday, 
en route, back to the ship from the local harbor jeƩy. This 
boat is essenƟal to our ongoing mission, inasmuch as we 
use it for hauling fuel and supplies for the work.  

    The Jakarta streets and 
tall buildings are a stark 
contrast to what we are 
accustomed to here in 
Indonesia. A liƩle of this 
goes a long way!  

   Another essenƟal piece of equipment for NATIVA, is 
the starboard deck crane. When the crane was pur-
chased, it was used and in need of repair. While it did 
funcƟon, it wasn’t safe and the hydraulic system was 
leaking from the start of its installaƟon. I made the 
decision last month to rebuild the crane and in the 
process, to upgrade it to a more substanƟal unit. The 
12 volt hydraulic pump is being replaced by a 220v 
electric motor with a more robust pump and heavier 
hydraulic hoses. The new pump will be mounted be-
low deck in the engine room with the supply and re-
turn hoses routed from down there to the crane on 
the deck. We have enlarged the main cylinder and will 
change the winch cable to a larger diameter. The tele-
scopic boom cylinder has been rebuilt as well, and the 
orbital gear will be recondiƟoned. This crane and the 
one on the portside, are both important to our work.  
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Harbor scenes and a coming new year... 
     The man in the photo to the right is a regular visitor 
to the ship as we lay at anchor in the bay. He first came 
to us months ago, aƩempƟng to sell some of the fish 
he had caught. His sail was a clear piece of plasƟc he’d 
salvaged from the landfill. Summer had pity on the 
fisherman and quickly fetched the bright blue cloth 
that JusƟn had used in our Palau years to make a sim-
ple set of sails for his small prahu. The humble man 
thanked her for the cloth and soon, he appeared again 
nearby with this nice sail. He had sufficient material to 
share with other of the men as well, and occasionally, 
we can spot the bright blue sails at a distance. Sharing 
what we have with people who have much less and 
oŌen, nothing at all, is a special part of our ministry.  

   “Summer had 
pity on the fisher-
man and quickly 
fetched the 
bright, blue cloth.”  

     “Another year has passed and this one, so quickly it hardly seems possible. 
We count our blessings from The Lord and among those are the many prayers 
and words of encouragement from many of you, as well as the offerings of 
love that have kept us going forward. The new year holds many challenges 
but we embrace them with courage and faith in The Lord. Thank you all!” 

   NATIVA entering the nar-
row shipyard channel in 
Benoa Port.  

   Happy Juli, goes about 
her work with her usual 
smile. Here, she’s bringing 
food for her hungry family! 

   Summer and I celebrated our 11th anniversary on 
December 4. And for those eleven years, we have 
made our home aboard NATIVA. In fact, the ship is 
the only home we have. We are thankful for Juli 
who lives aboard with us and helps to crew the 
ship. December is also Summer’s birthday month, 
so we will celebrate her again on Christmas Eve. 
God is so good to us and we are thankful.  

   CharƟng 2026 is a part 
of the work that I’m do-
ing during this holiday 
period. Hours of studying 
historic weather paƩerns 
and seƫng up potenƟal 
routes to our desired des-
ƟnaƟons, keep me busy!  

   The photo above shows one of our navigaƟon programs on the tablet and a 
possible course that has been set. This shows the Indian Ocean route, eastward 
along the southern stretch of the Lesser Sunda Islands. Depending on the weath-
er at the Ɵme we make our departure, we will either take this route or alterna-
Ɵvely, travel northward through the Flores Sea, then eastward to Timor Leste. 
The route in the photo shows a part of the southern route, stopping at Sumbawa.  
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Closing thoughts:  Another Year Astern...                          —Glen 

    “It’s hard work. There’s little else that can be made of it but that. I’ve never 
minded difficult tasks and haven’t been shy around them. It’s just a matter of 
knowing what is worth the commitment, then giving the best effort.”    —gk 

     It’s hard to imagine that another year has 
been laid astern, but the calendar doesn't lie. 
Looking back through the months past, I real-
ize haw busy the year has been and here now, 
to close it out with much needed repairs and 
improvements to the ship, I’m actually glad to 
have it behind us. The coming months will be 
equally busy and challenging in many different 
ways, cost overruns in the shipyard, included. 
     We are so thankful for all of you who have 
prayed for us and given so generously to help 
keep us afloat and moving forward. We look 
forward to sharing some wonderful things with 
you soon from Remote Island Ministries!  

“Mid-ocean Calm—Lagoon at Helen Reef, Micronesia” 

 

   LiŌing the service boat, 
EAGLE off the deck of ship 
NATIVA by use of a crane in 
the drydock.  

 


